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Clean air



Happy people



Nothing is wasted



Westenergy - Sustainable energy and materials from 
municipality waste

Energy 
Supply

No more 
landfilling!

Removing 
impurities from 
the environment

Reusing metals 
and minerals

More efficient 
recycling

Safe treatment 
of rejects

Combined heat 
and power- high 
efficiency!

Less fossil fuels!

Reliable, economical 
and local energy

No wasted heat!

Detaching waste 
growth from 
Economical 
growth

Efficient monitoring 
and cleaning of flue 
gases

The Circular 
Economy

• Modern waste-to-energy plant, founded in 2007

• Owned by five municipal waste handling companies in 
the Ostrobothnia region

• Operates according to the at-cost-principle

• Serves the energy and waste handling requirements of 
over  500 000 people 



Waste refining in Western Finland

Recycling and 
recovery

Design and 
Manufacturing

Consumption 
and Re-use

CE



Regulation – Enabling and hindering 
CE opportunities 

Waste 
refining

§Waste act

§Permission 
procedure

§Energy
sector 

legislation



Favourable policy mechanisms

Act to limit 
landfilling of 

organic waste

2012 2020
The ban on 
landfilling 

organic waste

EU waste 
incineration 

directive

2005 2016

Unfavourable policy mechanism 
initiatives

Sceptical attitudes towards waste incineration in political 
discourse

2013

Policy mechanisms 
– Carrot and Stick

2017

CO2 Recycling
Overuse of natural 

resources

Emission 
trading

Taxation
Green 
deal?

Decree on waste 
incineration

Massive investments on waste-to-energy system

Decree on the recovery 
of certain wastes in 
earth construction



Less regulation – more opportunities

• Green deal – positive policy 
mechanisms to speed up circular 
economy innovations

• Agile authorization procedure to 
enable experiments and innovation

• Value and competitive position for 
recovered materials



Clean Baltic Sea region for happy people

Cross-border collaboration

Deregulation of conflicting policies

Looking for opportunities instead 
of barriers



Towards a cleaner 
and more sustainable 

world!


