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Improving 
internal 

and 
external 

accessibility

Promoting urban 
Networking

and 
urban-rural 
cooperation
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for the Territorial Development of the Baltic Sea Region



Relevant VASAB activities





population increase in major city regions 
population decrease in peripheral cities

ageing and outmigration

suburbanization and urban sprawl 
processes

Lack of modern transport infrastructure in 
the eastern part of the BSR. 

Efficient and affordable public transport 
systems to reduce the risk of poverty.

Partnerships between cities and rural 
areas are for bridging accessibility gaps

cities provide services to surrounding areas. 

Importance of secondary cities

Main characteristics



What are the accessibility 
patterns of BSR?

• Favourable Modal Changes as an Effect of Railway Investments 
• Accessibility potential by rail much higher than for Road
• Substantial improvements in roads in the Eastern Part of the Baltic Sea
• Accessibility by Air – Crucial for Well Connected Capital Regions and BSR External 

Connectivity

Two Major Challenges: Service of Less Populated 
Zones and Efficiency of Transport Systems in and 
around the Metropolises

The Bigger, the Closer, the Faster – the Better & 
Least Expensive

Further North & East – Poorer Accessibility

Urban – Rural Divide Exists: Peripheries Opposite 
to the Largest Centres 

East – West Divide in Rail Accessibility  



It`s not an Infrastructure but the Services You Put on the Infrastructure 

road accessibility is a pre-condition for regional development.  
game changer is high-speed rail
with appropriate secondary networks  - benefits also for the surrounding regions

Transport infrastructure development is not the only and maybe not the most 
important issue - comprehensive strategies are needed



Importance of second level networks

TEN-T comprehensive network 
implemented

Rail Baltica implemented



NSB CoRe Project & 
Spatial Visioning

• TEST transnational 
spatial planning, 

• OBSERVE how this can 
support to bring the 
benefits of implementing 
TEN-T network to local 
scale

• FOSTER collaboration & 
networking along the 
project area



Towards joint transnational spatial vision on 
regional development, logistics and mobility 

of NSB CoRe corridor

Six workshops of stakeholders 
were organised to identify  main 

aspects of SWOT and overall 
framework of the spatial vision.

Desk review of planning 
and legal documents, 
results of other work 

packages of NSB CoRe 
project

Interviews and survey of 
related stakeholders 

Stakeholders mapping
performed to identify key 
organisation that need to 
informed and involved in 

development of the spatial 
vision 

SWOT analysis performed 
regarding connections, 

infrastructure, 
governance and impact

Analysis of needs and bottlenecks
in the  NSB CoRe  project area
regarding infrastructure and 

institutional aspects

Long-term spatial 
perspective

Apr 
2016

Apr 
2019



Vision 2050 
NSB CoRe – Network of Connections

• Integration and 
connectivity
– NSB CoRe 

Backbone
– Network of 

Secondary 
Networks

• Smart mobility
• Multilevel cooperation
• Action agenda



Urban 
centres

2nd level 
nodes

Rural
areas

Linking transnational 
planning to local level 
smart mobility

Riga Metropolitan Area mobility plan 
defining mobility points

Further projects 
developing more 

concrete solutions
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Project MAMBA - transport as a challenge

Decreasing   
and aging 
population 
in rural areas

Public 
transport 
difficult to 
maintain

Reduced 
access to 
services / 

quality of life 
in rural areas 

Decreased 
attractiven
ess of life in 

rural areas 



MARA - Mobility and Accessibility in Rural Areas

19

12 partners from 8 
countries

Developing, testing and
implementing new mobility
concepts and approaches in rural 
areas





CITIES & RAIL
…project is exploring how Baltic
Sea Region Cities can optimise and
utilise the potential of new investment
in regional railroad network, including
both sustainability and equality aspects 
of mobility.

OBJECTIVES:

• Bring representatives from different cities
together and initiate joint planning including 
identifying potentials in a better connected 
region 

• Bridge academia and practice, an arena for 
exchanging knowledge 

• Highlight challenges related to equality as 
well as increased sustainability

40 stakeholders/4 countries
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